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Dear Mr. Kemper

s

As 1953 draws to a close the Robert S, Peabody Foundation for

Archaeology can look back with satisfaction on certain accomplishments

and contributions to knowledge of our subject. As a result of the

study of collections made in the past few years several rather striking

problems present themselves. These problems appear to be of fundamental

importance in interpreting the development of primitive cultures in

New England and the Maritime Provinces, and to bear ultimately on our

understanding of the peopling of the New World. Participation in the

annual meetings of the American Association for the Advancement of Sci-

ence in Boaton, December 26-31» helped to crystallize the matter.

In June, Mr. Byers was asked to organize a symposium dealing

with the archaeology of New England for presentation at one session

of the A.A.A.S. meetings to be held in Boston. It seemed to the staff

of the Foundation that this subject was so limited as to be of little

general interest, and accordingly, it was broadened to include a study

of the Indians of the Maritime Provinces and New England from present

time to their earliest remains. Nine titles were listed for this sym-

posium, covering geography and general background, archaeology, ethnology,

and history. The Foundation was represented on the program by Mr. Byers,

the chairman, who presented the general background and stated some prob-

lems, by Mr. Stoddard, who discussed the archaeology of Maine and the

Maritime Provinces, and by Mr. Johnson, whose paper on the archaeology





of southeastern New England was reac" Vy title*

Very favorable comments came from many who attended the meet-

ing, and chid reception reinforced our intention to publish in popular

book form expanded versions cf the papers submitted at the meeting,

together with two other chapters that were not presented. Publication

of such a book, provided authors can be cajoled into writing for the

public rather than to satisfy their own somewhat biased standards,

should go far to fill repeated demands for "a book that will tell us

something about the Indians *
n Footnotes and other scholarly impediments

to readability will be omitted $ but present plans call for a list of

sources and references for those who wish to read further. The book

should draw favorable notice for the Foundation and the Academy. Dead-

line for finished manuscripts has been set for June« Commitments toward

the cost of publication have been offered by one sister institution,

but it is our feeling that if the manuscript can be placed with a com-

mercial publisher, circulation of the book will be far greater than

it would be if published by the Foundation as one of our series.

Among the puzzling anthropological problems that have taken

form as a result of discussions leading to the symposium are several

that have to do with the distribution of what is known as the Point

Peninsula style of pottery introduced into our region about 300° years

ago. There is an approximate agreement between distribution of this

style of pottery and distribution of the languages of the Central Algon-

kian dialect, both in New England and in the Great Lakes basin. Only

in New York and Ontario, where Iroquoian-speakers were found in historic

times, is there any great departure from coincidence. In a general way,

present distribution of these languages parallels present distribution
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of the northern forests t end it therefore appears likely that speakers

of this group of languages were people who had learned to live in the

great boreal forests and their fringes. Inasmuch as the present state

of information about past climatic fluctuations seems to indicate

that cl innate about 30°° years ago was not greatly different from that

of the present time there seems to be no deterrent to projecting the

comparison backwards in time to that extent.

Additional significance seems to be given to thi3 problem by

reason of the fact that there is a further marked similarity between

pottery of the Point Peninsula style and certain pottery known from

the northern parts of Eurasia. It may ultimately prove possible to

throw further light on the peopling of the New World by following such

a line of evidence. Unfortunately, evidence from the Old World must

come from Soviet territory, and there seems little likelihood at present

that we shall have much more than the scanty pre-Soviet data from Si-

beria for some years to come.

Field work during 1953 was at a minimum. Mr. Byers, together

with Mr. Johnson, Mr. Stoddard, and others made a number of trips to

Ipswich in the hope of shedding further light on the occurrence of

fluted points at the Bull Brook site. We have had occasion to discuss

the significance of these finds in previous reports. Although careful

preparations were made, and although pits were dug with meticulous

care and observation of details, no evidence of fluted points or assoc-

iated artifacts has yet been found. Collectors continue to gather such

material from soil that has been disturbed by bulldozers, but little

scientific value attaches to such material, secured as it is, under

conditions where controls are impossible. It is hoped that after the
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present furor dies down, and it is no longer possible to find arti-

facts at the present site that it will be possible to get the necessary-

information from adjoining property, where points are known to occur,

but which is at present closed to digging.

In this connection, Mr, Byers made a trip to the Pennsylvania

State Museum, Harrisburg, and to the U» S, National Museum, Washington,

in order to examine collections of a similar kind made from what appears

to be a very old land surface near the town of Enterline, Pennsylvania,

and from the Lindenmeier site, near Fort Collins, Colorado, A collec-

tion from the vicinity of Dinwiddie, Virginia, which almost duplicates

forms found at both Bull Brook and Enterline, was also examined through

the courtesy of Dr. Ben C. McCary, of Williamsburg, Virginia, In late

May, Mr. Johnson also went to Harrisburg, and continued to Enterline,

Pennsylvania, with Dr, John Witthoft of the Pennsylvania State Museum,

and Dr, Charles S, Denny, of the U, S, Geological Survey, with the in-

tention of examining the geology of the Enterline site. As a result

of these visits, information about the character of the tool complex

used by the first inhabitants of eastern North America, and the circum-

stances under which they lived is beginning to crystalize. It becomes

evident that the people who made and used these iif^lements were either

very conservative, or else that they spread very rapidly across the

continent for there is little difference to be seen among their imple-

ments from places as widely separated as Massachusetts, Pennsylvania*

Virginia, Alabama, and Colorado. Publication of a preliminary report

prepared by Mr, Byers which deals with the implements found at Ipswich

and their similarity to implements of a like nature found in the afore-

mentioned states is scheduled for the April, 1954t number of American
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Antiquity ^

Mr c Theodore L c Stoddard, Jr c , found it impossible to accept a

profeff ed position as Assistant on the Point Barrow Expedition of the

Peabody Museum of Harvard. He came to the Museum in late June, and

worked here until mid-September on analysis of collections previously

gathered by him in Maine and the Maritime Provinces . His studies make

it evident that there was a common basic culture in early times which

extended through eastern Maine and into the Maritime Provinces, and that

as a result of localization of tribes along the principal southward-

flowing rivers certain differences in forms of tools developed. These

differences may make possible a tentative identification of tribal groups

with particular archaeological complexes.

Because additional information about the extent and elevation

of the shellheap at Mincher's Point, on Passamaquoddy Bay was needed,

Mr. Stoddard made a short trip to Maine in late July and early August.

After securing this information from what appears to be a key site, Mr.

and Mrs. Stoddard continued to St. Andrews, St John, and Halifax, in

order to examine collections and discuss problems. They were warmly

welcomed by Dr c Lloyd Ac Dickie of the Biological Station at St. Andrews,

Mr. J. Russell Harper of the New Brunswick Museum at St. John, and Mr.

Donald Crowdis, Director of the Nova Scotia Museum of Science and Art,

at Halifax. All were most helpful, and Mr. Crowdis went so far as to

invite the Foundation to extend its program of research into Nova Scotia,

suggesting the possibility of active cooperation by his institutisn.

Since the Foundation is now engaged in an active program of re-

search in eastern New England and the Maritime Provinces, it is gratify-

ing to find such a warm reception in Canada. Already enough data has
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been gathered to point up certain problems in the area having to do with

such varied facets of primitive life as the development and later cur-

tailment of a maritime culture, abandonment of the practice of agricul-

ture or failure of the art to diffuse into parts of New Brunswick and

Nova Scotia, possible survival of some of the people of the Archaic

culture into historic times, and possible effects of a rising sea level

on the economy of a littoral culture. These are all subjects for further

study and will contribute to fuller understanding of the processes by

which a theoretically homogeneous ancestral group became differentiated

into the four tribes found in the area at the time of white settlement.

In this connection it is gratifying to report receipt of a gift

of $1000 from old friends of the Foundation. The gift, made by a couple

who prefer to remain anonymous, is for the stipulated purpose of aiding

the work in eastern Maine and New Brunswick, Such a gift is not only

an inspiration to further endeavor, but warming evidence that our acti-

vities prove to be of interest and value to persons other than a small

group of professionals.

Progress has been made 0:1 the study and analysis of the collections

from Titicut, and from the Nevin shellheap 6 Progress has not been as

great as might be hoped "5 cause of many interruptions calling for immedi-

ate attention. It is a pleasure to be able to say that Mr, Johnson made

great strides on the Titicut study during the summer Mr* Joseph Hart-

shorn has completed his field studies of the geology of the site, and

he and Mr, Johnson must now correlate archaeological and geological data,

A preliminary determination of the age of the site has been made by

assay for radiocarbon content of a sample of charcoal obtained at con-

siderable depth. This date has not been released because of the need
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for cross checking all details*

It seems appropriate to note in this connection that a conference

of archaeologists, geologists, botanists, physicists, and others inter-

ested in the technique of radiocarbon dating will be held under the

sponsorship of the Peabody Foundation and the Division of Earth Sciences

of the National Research Council. The conference will convene in Andover

in March, and will have as its objective the establishment of uniform

procedures in field work, laboratory methods, and in interpretation,

in order that dates arrived at by this means may be as nearly comparable

as possible. Mr e Johnson will act as chairman of the Conference.

Your Foundation has been actively represented at all but one of

the anthropological or archaeological conferences that have bearing on

its fiold of interest. That one which was missed was the meeting of the

Eastern States Archaeological Federation at Rochester, N. Y. , on November

13-14* On the same day a conference on field methods in archaeology

was held in Cambridge under the sponsorship of the American Anthropolo-

gical Association and the IVenner-Gren Foundation. Fir. Byers and Mr 8

Johnson were invited to attend, and- Mr = Johnson was invited to contribute

to the discussion of a paper submitted by Christopher Hawkes, Professor

of Archaeology at Oxford University, at present visiting Harvard as George

Grant MacCurdy Lecturer.

In May, Mr. Byers visited the National Museum of Canada, at Ottawa,

in order to examine collections from eastern Canada. Following this

visit he stopped at the University of Michigan on the way to the annual

meeting of the Society for American Archaeology, held at the University

of Illinois, where he presented a paper on the Paleo-Indian site at Bull

Brook, near Ipswich,
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In November, the Southeastern Archaeological Conference convened

at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, in order to discuss

Paleo-Indian occupation of eastern North America, and the so-called

Archaic cultures of the easto Mr* Byers presented the evidence for

Paleo-Indian occupation of New England, while Mr* Johnson reported on

the evidence of Archaic cultures in New England. JifeiLurulliy-, Jrofitable

discussions on each point developed, and it is clear that the Foundation

was able not only to contribute new data toward an understanding of both

problems, but also to gather data x-;hich will aid our studies greatly,

Mr. Johnson, as Executive Secretary, attended the annual meeting

of the American Anthropological Association, held at the University of

Arizona, Tucson, December 28-31. He was responsible for the agenda of

the meetings of the Executive Board, and has been instrumental in cryst-

allizing policy leading to a more efficient administration of the Associ-

ation's affairs.

As we have previously noted, Mr. Byers organized and acted as

chairman of a symposium for the annual meeting of the American Association

for the Advancement of Science, held in Boston, December 26-31, and he

and Mr, Stoddard presented papers during the session., It is clear that

the Foundation has taken an extremely active part in activities within

its field.

The Foundation has also been called on in a consultative capacity

by others. In June, Mr. Byers visited the First Iron Works in Saugus,

At the time plans were laid for cooperation between the Foundation and

archaeologists working on the restoration of the First Iron Works, so

thet all data might be recovered from the site. Projected operations

were interrupted by the illness of Mr, Roland Robbins, archaeologist





in charge at Saugus, but it is anticipated that work will be carried on

there during 1954 which will lead to the salvaging of as much Indian

material from this interesting site as has not been destroyed by con-

struction and restoration of the ironworks. In early October, Mr. Byers

joined Dr. William /. Ritchie, of the New York State Museum, and Dr. B,

Irving Rouse, of Yale, at excavations they were conducting near Jamesport,

L. I.

In December, 1952 , Mr. William B. Pitkin, Historian, of the Nation-

al Park Service wrote to Mr. Byers regarding a purported "Red Paint Tomb"

near the Forks of the Kennebec,' which is threatened with inundation by

a new dam on the river. Mr. Byers and Mr© Johnson first visited the

site in 1935* and gave it as their opinion that the remains were those

of a kiln or furnace built by settlers© As a result of correspondence

and information secured from the Foundation, Mr Pitkin was lead to

research in historic material which points quite conclusively, although

circumstantially, to the inference that it was built as the result of

instructions to farmers for constructing kilns for burning lime, contained

in the Third i.nnual Report on the Geology of the State of Maine , by

Charles T. Jackson, M. D©, iugusta, 1839© report, titled "Red Paint

Tombs in Maine", by Douglas S Byers, was published in the Bulletin of

the Massachusetts Archaeological Society for October.

Ad equally perplexing structure variously known as "Pattee's Caves",

the North Salem Caves", or "the Irish Monastery at North Salem" has

been known for many years in North Salem, New Hampshire. It has been

visited by Mr. Moorehead, Fir, Byers, Mr. Johnson, and many others from

other institutions. Some persons have seen in it the remains of founda-

tions of a stand of farm buildings built at about the beginning of the
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nineteenth century by a settler from France whose name was Pattee, Others,

perhaps in search of more romantic explanations! have suggested that

the structure was the remains of a monastery built by monks who left

Ireland at about the end of the tenth century. There has recently been

a revival of interest in the place, and projects for excavation have

been put forward by several people. Thanks to Firs. Robert Stephanoff

,

Secretary and Assistant at the Foundation, we have made contacts v/ith a

descendant of the original Pattee, and with others who know the story

of the place. It is planned to interview these people, and possibly to

undertake excavations if circumstances warrant, in order to arrive at

.the true story of the place. Publication of the results of interviews

and excavations in some medium that will give wide circulation is anti-

cipated.

Mr* Johnson went to Washington in Flay for a meeting of the Nation-

al Council for Historic Sites and Buildings, of which he is a member?

He then went to Lincoln, Nebraska, for a meeting of the Committee for

the Recovery of Archaeological Remains. It was necessary for the Commit-

tee to take steps to ensure preservation and ultimate publication of

valuable information gathered under the program of salvage archaeology

in conjunction with the construction of Federal multi-purpose dams.

This program, and Mr. Johnson's prominent role in its development have

been amply covered in earlier reports. Such activities are being great-

ly reduced by the present administration, and it was feared that arch-

aeological work might be so restricted that much irreplaceable material

might be lost. The principal danger lay in the continuation of work on

dams already laid out, without taking adequate steps to salvage important

archaeological material already located by survey parties. It was





ultimately possible to arrive at an equitable overall reduction which

will not endanger scientific data.

In earlier reports we have referred to the project for casting

specimens of stakes from the Boylston Street fishweir in bio-plastic.

This substance, which is not greatly different from plexiglass, v/ill

make possible preservation and subsequent display of the stakes in such

a way that they can be seen and examined. The process was carried on

by Mr Joseph Spacer through the cooperation of the Boston Museum of

Science. Completion of the work was realized during the year, and fin-

ished casts are now in the Museum awaiting instalation in a new exhibi-

tion. In recognition of cooperation on the part of the Boston Museum

of Science in making space available, the Foundation presented some

specimen stakes to the Boston Museum, and these are no\i being prepared

for a display in Boston. The Foundation was able to dispose of tanks

used for processing the stakes to the Boston Soceity for IJatural History

in order that they might use them for preparing the stakes for the

Boston Museum of Science.

In May Mr. Johnson joined the annual field outing of The Friends

of Pleistocene Geology <> This informal group meets annually to examine

in the field evidences left by glaciers which formerly covered parts

of North America. Inasmuch as the oldest archaeological remains in Ameri-

ca seem to be tied more and more closely to evidences of Pleistocene

glaciation or accompanying phenomena, it becomes more and more important

for archaeologists to have some knowledge of the growing body of infor-

mation regarding that field. By the same token t it becomes equally in-

cumbent on geologists to have some knowledge of developments in the field

of archaeology. Such exchange of information has proved mutually pro-
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fitable, and is leading to a more intelligent approach to problems in

which both fields can make valuable contributions toward a solution.

In June the Foundation was visited by Dr. Albert Eskerod, Docent

of the Northern Museum, Stockholm. Sweden. Dr. Eskerod was on a tour

of museums in the United States, and visited the Foundation in order

to study our methods of exhibition.

A seasonally appropriate attempt to bring early New England his-

tory to the attention of the public was made by Plimoth Plantation, Inc.,

a non-profit organization set up for the purpose of restoring as much

of the early Plymouth colony as seems practicable The occasion was a

Thanksgiving display in show windows loaned by Jordan Marsh. Pilgrim

costumes and equipment were secured by Plimoth Plantation, while costumes

for the Indians involved were either made by Mrs. Theodore L. Stoddard,

Jr., and Mrs. Dyers, or were borrowed from the Peabody Museum of Salem,

and the Peabody Museum of Harvard o Equipment used for the Indian figures

was loaned by these institutions and by the Foundation. The Foundation

and the Academy received full credit on the posters in the store windows.

Unfortunately, a tooth-and-bead necklace loaned by the Foundation was

damaged by persons who dismounted the display after the show, but com-

pensation adequate to ensure proper repair and restoration of the speci-

men has been made.

During the fall, conversations with Mr, John Radford Abbot developed

the idea that glass doors in wood frames could be mounted in place of

the present oak panelled doors. Estimates indicated that they could be

furnished for approximately half the price of aluminum doors, and that

expenses of instalation would not be as great because they could be

mounted in the existing frame. The doors will be shorter, and a fixed





glass transom will be inserted in place of the upper part of the present

doors. Following approval of the project at the time of the fall meet-

ing of the Trustees, the order for the doors was placed. We had hoped

that the new doors would be installed by Christmas time, but they did

not arrive until after Christmas. It is anticipated that they will be

installed before the end of January. During the summer the oak doors

were left standing open whenever possible. It was found that this at-

tracted a number of persons, and it is hoped that glass doors which

will show the lighted model inside will bring a greater number of people

into the museum.

Instalation of new exhibits in the north room will necessitate

remodeling our present table cases. Mr» George Henderson assures us

that bases of the present ca^es can be split lengthwise, so that we will

not lose valuable storage space. It is our plan to construct upright

cases on top of these bases so that specimens can be displayed against

a vertical background. If possible, the cases should be individually

lighted while the room is darkened. Cutting present table cases would

produce fourteen bases . One manufacturer has quoted a figure of $17 ,836.60

for fourteen individually lighted aluminum-framed cases. A second manu-

facturer has given a rough estimate of $5000 to $7000 with the under-

standing that the Maintenance Department will assemble and erect the

cases. The representative of this firm has not yet visited Andover to

make detailed examination of the projected instelation* It is not

known whether this rough figure makes any allowance for lighting. A

third manufacturer of show cases with headquarters in Boston is coming

to examine the bases and will give an estimate for thin-member wooden

cases. It is clear that under any circumstances the project will be
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expensive, but if satisfactory results can be achieved by using wooden

cases, there will be a great saving*

It has long been felt that attractive colored postcards showing

our models, the mural by Stuart Travis, and perhaps some show pieces

would provide the best sort of publicity. We have had in mind the issu-

ing of several cards which can be sold through various outlets in Andover

as well as through the Museum itself . One set of transparencies has

been made, but since many of them proved unsatisfactory for reproduction,

it will be necessary to make a second set. It is hoped that the cards

will be ready for release by the spring term,

.As you will recall, for the past four years, Mr. Johnson has

served as Executive Secretary of the American Anthropological Association

During this time he has been able to set up a more efficient business

organization, clarify the lines of responsibility of the several officers

involved, and establish the position of the Executive Board as the

governing body of the Association and the Association itself as an organi

zation of service to Anthropology as a whole It was understood when

he assumed the position in 1949 that it was to last for a stated period

of years. Mr. Johnson has' tendered his resignation to the Executive

Board, to take effect on or before November 1, 1954* He will then

devote full time to work of the Foundation.

During the year we have added six collections to the museum cata-

logue totalling 4907 catalogued specimens „ This included the large

collection received under the terms of the will of the late Howard Torrey

of Reading, Massachusetts. It does not include a large collection pre-

sented to the museum by Mr, Silas L. Spengler, of Menasha, Wisconsin,

father of William F. Spengler, P.A.'Zjl, and Silas 0. Spengler, P.A. '49.
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Mrs. Dorothy Bloom has come to the Museum each Thursday and has

been responsible for seeing that our library is kept in order. Vie have

entered 115 volumes in the catalogue not including the archaeological

journals to which we subscribe. Many of these had accumulated in earlier

years, but had not been previously accessioned. We are greatly indebted

to Miss Lades for her interest in our library, and wish to express our

gratitude to her and to Mrs<> Bloom,,

Duplicate books and books or periodicals which were sent to us

but were not in our field of interest have accumulated in the attic

during the seventeen years since our last sale of duplicates. We com-

piled a mimeographed list of such duplicates, and mailed copies to approx

mately 2300 names on the American Anthropological Association's mailing

list. We were able to meet all expenses, and have realized approximately

$150 on the deal. This may not be a great profit, but it is a satis-

faction to know that the books have not been destroyed as waste paper,

but have found their way into appreciative hands. The residue of pub-

lications which have not been disposed of in our two duplicate book

sales will be disposed of fcr waste paper*

Our own publications command a slow but steady sale* Many of

the older titles are now completely out of print o Sales over the year

run to a total of between $150 and $200, not a large sum, but a slow

replenishment of the funds which have been expanded for publication

of reports.

During the year Miss Rosemary A. Sheehy left to marry Mr. James

Malone, formerly a member of the Department of English. Mrs. Robert

Stephanoff joined the staff in January, and has since then performed

gladly and most efficiently the many arduous tasks imposed on her, not
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the least of which was the cataloguing of the Torrey collection. She

has contributed much to the efficiency of office procedure, and has

systematized the work to a great degree. It is with regret that we

report that she finds it necessary to leave us in January, 135k* Mrs.

James L.Irish -has today joined us, and will assume the duties of Secre-

tary and Assistant.

It would not have been possible to accomplish so much toward the

preparation of cards for specimens catalogued during the year without

the much appreciated assistance of Mrs. Dudley Fitts. Mrs. Fitts has

come to the Museum each morning since September and cheerfully worked

as a volunteer at all kinds of office work, but principally at the very

dull chore of typing cards. We cannot fail to express to her our grati-

tude and deep sense of obligation.

During the year the offices and the main stairwell in the Museum

have been painted and redecorated. The remarkably warm weather in early

December made it possible to paint and putty all the sash and trim, and

to repair several very bad leaks in the gutters This is the first com-

plete outside paint job that has been done on the building in a number

of years, and it should insure preservation of a number of places that

were badly in need of attention.

It would not do to close this report without acknowledging our

debt to Mr. Charles Schofield, our Janitor. He has' kept the place im-

maculate, and cheerfully performed all the many little annoying chores

that we have given him to do. In addition, he has been on duty at the

Museum all day Sunday, keeping it open for the public in the afternoon,

and devoting the morning to cleaning. As a result of his presence here

on Sundays, and Mrs. Stephrnof

f

1 s presence on Saturday afternoons, more





people have visited the Museum than has been the case in several years.

As We look ahead we mey set our course toward accomplishment

of a certain aim. All too frequently some interruption of those plans

occurs as the result of a chance discovery. We can only hope to con-

tinue toward our ultimate goal without too many diversions, while at

the same time we do not allow opportunities to pass because of too rigid

adherence to a schedule Only in this way can we progress and keep

abreast of new developments as they occur c Such flexibility has per-

mitted your Foundation to take advantage of opportunities denied to

others. If we can maintain such a status, we shall outstrip all others

in the field.

Respectfully submitted,

Douglas S. Byers
Director








